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A Study on the Peer Relationship among Hearing—impaired Young

Children in Inclusive Education Environment
Ren Jiayan Zhang Xinli

Institute of Preschool Education Research Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou 221116

Abstract This study took 15 hearing—impaired young children in an ordinary kindergarten as the
research object with methods of peer nomination observation social network analysis and interview to
explore the current situation influential factors and improving measures of their peer relationships. The
results found that the most of hearing—impaired children were in poor peer relationships in the ordinary
kindergarten. They often had a low peer acceptance and a limited number of mutual chosen friends of
which most were the same gender and hearing —impaired children. Their interaction often took place
beyond the game time and negative behavior occupied certain proportion. They prefer using body
movements to communicate and were more self —centered for they lack the ability to adopt a right
viewpoint. It’s not surprising they accepted more rejections than getting agreements from their partners
because their attitudes often contradicted with their behavior. There were many factors that influence
hearing —impaired children’s peer relationships including preschool education institutions teachers
parents and the hearing—impaired children themselves among which the preschools were the key such
as inadequate education for teachers poor communicating with parents neglect of children’s social
development and shortage of play time. It need improve these children’s peer relationships. Preschools
should support the professional development of inclusive education teachers organize family and class
twinning and pay more altention to the area of activity. Inclusive education teachers should evaluate
these children actively respect for their peer group help them get into the habit of listening and
strengthen their interaction skills. Parents of normal children and hearing—impaired children should both
provide more opportunities for children to interact with all partners.

Key words inclusive education hearing—impaired children peer relationships



